CURRENT ECONOMIC PROBLEMS IN EUROPE

EPRU Network conference

Department of Economics, University of Copenhagen, November 17, 2005
Programme organized by Peter Birch Sørensen
8.30-8.55: Arrival and coffee

8.55-9.00: Welcome address by Peter Birch Sørensen
Session 1: ECONOMIC STAGNATION IN EUROPE  – WHAT ARE THE PROBLEMS? WHAT NEEDS TO BE DONE?
9.00-9.45: The German economy – Light at the end of the tunnel?, by Professor Joachim Scheide, Institut für Weltwirtschaft, Kiel University

9.45-10.00: General discussion of the German case

10.00-10.15: Coffee

10.15-11.00: Current economic problems and policy discussions in France, by Professor Georges de Ménil, DELTA, Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales, Paris
11.00-11.15: General discussion of the French case

11.15-11.30: Coffee

11.30-12.15: The Italian economy - Problems and policy debates, by Professor Riccardo Faini, University of Rome 

12.15-12.30: General discussion of the Italian case

12.30-14.00: Lunch

Session 2: EUROPEAN ECONOMIC PROBLEMS – A VIEW FROM THE OECD

14.00-14.45: Structural and cyclical problems in Europe – An OECD perspective, by Niels Thygesen, Chairman of the OECD Economic Development and Review Committee 
14.45-15.00: General discussion

15.00-15.15: Coffee

Session 3: EUROPEAN MONETARY POLICY – IS THE ECB TOO PASSIVE?

15.15-15.35: A viewpoint from Thomas Mayer, Chief European Economist, Deutsche Bank 

15.35-15.55: A viewpoint from Professor Charles Wyplosz, Graduate Institute of International Economics, Geneva

15.55-16.10: General discussion
16.10-16.20: Coffee

Session 4: THE REFORM OF THE STABILITY AND GROWTH PACT – GOOD OR BAD?

16.20-16.40: A viewpoint from Servas Deroose, The European Commission, DG ECFIN

16.40-17.00: A viewpoint from Professor Paul De Grauwe, Leuven University 

17.00-17.15: General discussion
17.15: Closing remarks by Peter Birch Sørensen

AKTUELLE PROBLEMER I DANSK ØKONOMI
EPRU-Netværkskonference

Københavns Universitets Økonomiske Institut, d. 18. november 2005

Program arrangeret af Peter Birch Sørensen

8.30-8.55: Ankomst og kaffe

8.55-9.00: Introduktion til dagens program ved Peter Birch Sørensen

Session 1: HAR DANMARK ET PRODUKTIVITETSPROBLEM?

9.00-9.40: Dansk produktivitetsudvikling i internationalt perspektiv, ved Thomas V. Pedersen, CEBR
9.40-9.50: Kommentar af Carl-Johan Dalgaard, EPRU

9.50-10.00: Generel diskussion

10.00-10.15: Kaffe

10.15-10.55: Produktivitet, iværksætteri og innovation, ved Birgitte Anker og Niels Stenbæk, Økonomi- og Erhvervsministeriet

10.55-11.05: Kommentar af Anders Sørensen, CEBR

11.05-11.15: Generel diskussion

11.15-11.30: Kaffe

11.30-12.10: Produktivitetsmåling og produktivitetsudvikling i den offentlige sektor, ved Sysser Davidsen og Casper Borch, Finansministeriet

12.10-12.20: Kommentar af David Dreyer Lassen, EPRU

12.20-12.30: Generel diskussion

12.30-13.15: Frokost

Session 2: KONKURRENCEEVNE, SKAT OG ARBEJDSMARKED

13.15-13.55: Løn, konkurrenceevne og betalingsbalance, ved Niels Chr. Beier og Erik Haller Pedersen, Danmarks Nationalbank
13.55-14.05: Kommentar af Henrik Jensen, EPRU

14.05-14.15: Generel diskussion

14.15-14.30: Kaffe

14.30-15.10: Resultater og effekter af beskæftigelsesindsatsen, ved Christian S. Liebing, Arbejdsmarkedsstyrelsen

15.10-15.20: Kommentar af Poul Schou, DREAM

15.20-15.30: Generel diskussion

15.30-16.10: Indkomstskat og adfærd: Er der noget, vi har glemt? ved Jens Holger Helbo Hansen og Kent Damsgård, Skatteministeriet
16.10-16.20: Kommentar af Henrik Jacobsen Kleven, EPRU

16.20-16.30: Generel diskussion

16.30: Afrunding ved Peter Birch Sørensen

ABOUT THE FOREIGN SPEAKERS

Servas Deroose received his degree in Economics from the University of Ghent. Since 1985 he has worked in the European Commission where he has been in charge of units dealing with economic forecasts and economic policy coordination, including the Broad Economic Policy Guidelines for the EU Member States. Since December 2002 he has been Director for the “Economy of the euro area and the Union” at the Commission’s Directorate General of Economic and Financial Affairs. As Director of the euro-area economy, he is responsible for surveillance and analysis of the economic situation and policies of the euro area, and as a member of the Economic and Financial Committee he is involved in the preparation of the monthly meetings of the Ecofin Council and the Eurogroup. He was the Commission’s representative in the Council Working Group negotiating the revision of the Stability and Growth Pact, and he is editor-in-chief of the “Quarterly Report on the Euro Area” and the annual review “Public Finances in the EU”.
Riccardo Faini is Ph.D. in Economics from the Massachusetss Institute of Technology (MIT). His previous appointments include positions at the universities of Essex, Venice, Brescia and Johns Hopkins University. From 1998 to 2001 he was Executive Director at the International Monetary Fund, and between 2001 and 2003 he served as Director General in the Italian Ministry of Economic Affairs. Since 2003 he has held a chair as Professor of Political Economy at the University of Rome Tor Vergata. From 2003 he has also served as Director of the International Trade Programme of the Centre for Economic Policy Research (CEPR) in London.

Paul De Grauwe holds a Ph.D. degree in Economics from the Johns Hopkins University. After having worked at the International Monetary Fund, he became affiliated with the Catholic University of Leuven where he became full professor in 1982. He has been a research fellow at the Centre for European Policy Studies (CEPS) in Brussels and is currently a research fellow of the London-based Centre for Economic Policy Research (CEPR). Between 1991 and 2003 he was a member of the Belgian parliament, serving as Chairman of the Senate’s Economic and Finance Committee from 1999 to 2003. Paul De Grauwe is the author of a widely used textbook on The Economics of Monetary Union and is a regular columnist in the Financial Times.

Thomas Mayer received a Ph.D. in Economics from the University of Kiel. Between 1983 and 1990 he was a senior economist at the International Monetary Fund. Subsequently he has worked for Salomon Brothers International in London and for Goldman Sachs in Frankfurt where he served as Director of Euroland Economics. Since 2002 he has been Managing Director and Chief European Economist at Deutsche Bank.

Georges de Menil received a B.A. in History from Harvard College and a Ph.D. in Economics from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT). His previous appointments include affiliations with Boston College, Princeton University and Ecole Nationale de la Statistique et de l’Administration in Paris. He is currently Professor of Economics at Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales in Paris. He was the founder and first director of the Départment et Laboratoire d’Economie Théorique et Appliqué (DELTA), a co-founder and Senior Editor of the journal Economic Policy and a co-founder of the Romanian Center for Economic Policy in Bucharest.

Joachim Scheide received a doctor’s degree from the Christian-Albrechts-University in Kiel and is an Honorary Professor at the Faculty of Economics and Social Sciences at Kiel University. Since 1975 he has been affiliated with the Kiel Institute for World Economics and has served as head of the divisions “Basic Research” and “International Business Cycles”. Since 1999 he has been Head of the Department of “Business Cycles”. He is also currently President of the Association of European Conjuncture Institutes (AIECE).

Niels Thygesen holds a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Harvard University and a doctor’s degree from the University of Copenhagen where he held a chair as Professor of Economics from 1971 to 2005, in 1998-2003 as Danske Bank Professor of International Economics. He served as Economic Advisor to the government of Malaysia between 1969 and 1971 and as Head of Monetary Division at the OECD between 1971 and 1973. He was a member of the Delors Committee in 1988-89 and was an external examiner of IMF surveillance in 1998-99. He is also a member of the CEPS Macroeconomic Policy Group in Brussels and a member of the Academic Panel of the European Parliament’s Monetary Committee. Since 2000 Niels Thygesen has served as Chairman of the Economic Development and Review Committee at the OECD.

Charles Wyplosz has a Ph.D. in Economics from Harvard University. He has previously held chairs in Economics at INSEAD and at the Ecole de Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales in Paris. Currently he is Professor of International Economics at the Graduate Institute of International Studies in Geneva where he is Director of the International Centre for Money and Banking Studies. He was a founding Managing Editor of the journal Economic Policy and has served as Director of the International Macroeconomics Program of the London-based Centre for Economic Policy Analysis (CEPR). He is a member of the Conseil d’Analyse Economique which reports to the Prime Minister of France, a member of the Group of Independent Economic Advisors to the President of the European Commission and member of the Academic Panel of the European Parliament’s Monetary Committee. Charles Wyplosz is also a co-author of a leading Euroepan textbook on Macroeconomics.
ABOUT THE EPRU NETWORK
The EPRU Network is a Copenhagen-based research network involving the Centre for Economic and Business Research (CEBR), the DREAM modelling group, and the Economic Policy Research Unit (EPRU) at the Department of Economics, University of Copenhagen. The activities of the EPRU Network are supported by a grant from the Ministry of Finance, the Ministry of Economic and Business Affairs, the Ministry of Taxation, the Ministry of Labour and the Danish Central Bank (Danmarks Nationalbank). The purpose of the network is to promote economic research on important economic policy issues in the Danish and the international economy, to improve the scientific basis for decisions on economic policy making, to promote the dialogue between researchers and policy makers, and to stimulate public interest in issues of economic policy. These goals are pursued via research projects, policy seminars and conferences on economic policy issues.
